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THOMAS MABB,

DA[NIEL ?] MAXWELL,

THOMAS ROYCROFT,

WILLIAM GODBID,

JO[HN] STREATOR,

JAMES COTTREL,

JOHN HAYES, and

JOHN BRUDENELL;

and it was undoubtedly these men, some of them
the biggest in the trade, who formed the ' Com-
panie of Printers/ for whom in 1663 a pamphlet
was issued, entitled A Brief Discourse concerning
Printers and Printing. For the printed pamphlet
embodies the same views put forward in the peti-
tion, only backed up with fresh evidence and terse
arguments. The claim of the printers amounted
to this, that the Company of Stationers had become
mainly a Company of Booksellers, that in order
to cheapen printing they had admitted a great
many more printers than were necessary, and from
this cause arose the great quantity of ' scandalous
and seditious ' books that were constantly being
published. They go on to say that the condition
of the great body of printers was deplorable, * they
can hardly subsist in credit to maintain their fami-
lies. . . . When an ancient printer died, and his
copies were exposed to sale, few or none of the
young ones were of ability to deal for them, nor
indeed for any other, so that the Booksellers have
engrossed almost all.1 The petitioners show also